Life-threatening thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura associated with dental foci. Report of two cases.
Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP) is a rare haematological disease of unknown aetiology. This thrombotic microangiopathy is characterized by microvascular lesions with platelet aggregation. It is found in adults and can be associated with pregnancy, cancer, autoimmune diseases, bone marrow transplantation, drugs and bacterial as well as viral infections. The therapy requires a multi-disciplinary team approach involving dentistry. Even if TTP is immediately treated in an adequate manner, it still shows a mortality of up to 20%. To define a specific treatment concept for periodontal disease and decayed teeth in patients suffering from TTP based on the experiences gained from two cases. The two patient cases revealed a possible association of TTP with dental foci. Because of the severity and mortality of this disease, both prognosis evaluation and treatment standards of periodontologically compromised or decayed teeth have to be strictly followed in patients suffering from TTP. In order to avoid recurrence of TTP, it seems important to remove radically teeth of questionable prognosis.